830

At first blush, for those struggling to pay
high energy bills, price caps may sound ap-
pealing. But their result will ultimately be
more serious shortages and, therefore, even
higher prices.

I want to assure Californians that the Fed-
eral Government takes very seriously our re-
sponsibility to make sure that companies are
not illegally gouging consumers. I have pub-
licly called on Federal agencies to investigate
all complaints of illegal gouging and, if those
complaints are justified, to take strong and
appropriate action. I'm pleased that the Fed-
eral Energy Regulatory Commission has
done just that. It has rolled back a record
amount of overcharges where objective in-
vestigation has found abuses.

My administration is committing to doing
our part to help California as it confronts its
energy problems. We'll protect consumers
from abuses. We’ll do our part to conserve
energy and to speed up the issuing of permits
for new energy projects. We're committed
to a new approach for a new century. Energy
and the environment do not have to be com-
peting priorities. They are shared goals, and
both are important to all Americans.

For decades, California has been the place
where the future happens first. Your con-
tinuing success is essential to the success of
our national economy. Our shared success
will come from a pro-growth tax policy,
schools that teach, an open and vibrant world
economy, and an abundant, affordable en-
ergy supply.

This is the agenda for every State and for
all our people. We must get these fundamen-
tals right. Yet the purpose of a strong founda-
tion is to build something greater. Just as
every individual must look for a fulfillment
deeper than wealth, our Nation must seek
purposes beyond prosperity. This is our his-
tory, a heritage of idealism. We want to build
more than the wealth of our country; we want
to build the character of our children. We
want to expand more than the influence of
a Nation; we want to expand the compassion
of our Nation.

Our country faces problems that seem im-
mune to affluence—addiction and abuse,
fragile families and brittle values. These
problems have often been immune to the
policies of the past. They call America to a
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deeper renewal, a renewal of the soul. They
challenge our political leadership. We must
find creative new ways to promote the com-
passion of charities and communities to meet
the needs of our country. And we must do
more to take the side of parents as they strug-
gle to raise responsible, decent, motivated
children. These problems also challenge
every citizen to be responsible for your fami-
lies, for your lives, and for loving a neighbor
like you’d like to be loved yourself.

We want our wealthy Nation to be a de-
cent, generous, and compassionate Nation.
These are the goals that unite our country.
These are the goals that inspire my adminis-
tration. And these are the goals, when
achieved, that will continue America’s great-
ness.

It is my honor to be here. God bless Cali-
fornia, and God bless America.

NoTE: The President spoke at 1:10 p.m. in the
Los Angeles Ballroom at The Century Plaza Hotel
& Spa. In his remarks, he referred to Mayor
Richard J. Riordan of Los Angeles; Shaquille
O’'Neal, center, NBA Los Angeles Lakers; Gov.
Gray Davis and Secretary of State Bill Jones of
California; and Bruce E. Karatz, chairman, and
Stephen F. Bollenbach, vice chairman, Los Ange-
les World Affairs Council.

Remarks at Sequoia National Park,
California

May 30, 2001

Thank you all very much. Gale, thank you
very much. You're going to like working for
Gale. She’s a commonsense person who cares
deeply about our national park system and
about our Nation’s environment. I picked a
fine, fine person to lead this very important
agency. And Madam Secretary, thank you for
traveling with me today.

Dick, thank you very much for your fine
hospitality. It’s a fantastic trip up to Moro
Rock. I'm a survivor of the march up to
Moro—(laughterl—led by Debbie Bird,
chief ranger. What a fantastic hike it was.
It’s a spectacular place. And it must be a joy-
ous place to work. And for all of you who
work on behalf of the people of the United
States and the Park Service, I thank you very
much for your service.
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I'm so very pleased that three Members
of the United States Congress are here, three
really fine public servants: Cal Dooley, Gary
Condit, and George Radanovich. Thank you
all so much for coming.

I, too, want to thank the board members
of the Sequoia Fund and the board members
of the Sequoia Natural History Association.
Thank you for working with these fine public
stewards to make sure this park offers this
beauty for every citizen who wants to come
here.

Any day that you can take in sights like
these is a great day. It has been a great day
for me. This place leaves each of us with a
feeling of incredible humility. That’s one rea-
son why it’s so important. In our daily lives
we're surrounded by things of our own mak-
ing, buildings and machines and goods we
create ourselves. There’s much to admire and
appreciate in the works of man. But come
here and you're reminded of a design that
is not our own. Here we find a grandeur be-
yond our power to equal.

We're standing amongst the largest trees
on Earth, and some of the very oldest. When
the Mayflower arrived on the eastern shore
of this continent, the great sequoias were al-
ready here. When the seal was fixed on the
Magna Carta, the great sequoias were already
here. They were here when the Roman Em-
pire fell, and they were here when the
Roman Empire rose. And had Christ himself
stood on this spot, He would have been in
the shade of this very tree.

When men and women walk into a setting
like this, we must walk with care. Of all the
forces on Earth, only man is capable of cut-
ting down a sequoia, and only man is capable
of fully appreciating its beauty.

And fortunately, more than a century ago,
the Government of the United States stayed
the hand of all who would destroy this place
and these trees. That decision, by President
Benjamin Harrison, reflects an ethic of re-
spect for the natural world that was once
shared only by a few but is now a basic com-
mitment of American life.

Our duty is to use the land well and, some-
times, not to use it at all. This is our responsi-
bility as citizens, but more than that, it is
our calling as stewards of the Earth. Good
stewardship of the environment is not just
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a personal responsibility; it is a public value.
Americans are united in the belief that we
must preserve our natural heritage and safe-
guard the land around us. This belief is af-
firmed in our laws.

With more than 80 million acres under
protection, our National Park System has set
the standard for the world in preserving nat-
ural lands. We've given a reprieve to our na-
tional symbol, the bald eagle. Through coop-
erative efforts with wildlife biologists and pri-
vate landowners, the condors are back in the
wilds of California. Americans have come to
understand that other creatures need the
room to roam and places to live.

Other laws express this same commitment.
Our lakes and rivers are much cleaner than
they were 30 years ago. Firm limits on toxic
emissions have greatly improved the quality
of the air we breathe. And I'm proud that
it was my dad’s signature on the Clean Air
Act Amendments of 1990 that helped reduce
acid rain and urban air pollutions.

Over the last three decades, nearly 3,000
hazardous waste facilities have been closed.
We've made much progress in ridding our
towns and cities of brownfields, and even
more progress will be made over the next
several years. And the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency has begun or completed clean-
ups in more than 90 percent of the sites tar-
geted under Superfund.

This marks tremendous progress in pro-
tecting our Nation’s environment. It’s not the
doing of a single party or the branch of Gov-
ernment or a State or a community or a
group; it’s been the work of Presidents and
Congresses and Governors, as well as land-
owners, environmentalists, and local leaders.
All have responded to the appeal of con-
science and the clear wishes of the American
people.

Today I continue to speak about my con-
servation policies and the principles that will
guide them. These policies reflect the vital
role we each play as stewards of our lands
and the Federal Government’s part as stew-
ard of nearly one-third of the American
landmass. And they reflect that, while we've
made great progress, much more must be
done to protect the environment.

In spite of the successes of the past 30
years, at times we've seen needless conflict
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and policies that have done more harm than
good. Today, we must seek the best ways to
achieve the common goal of leaving to pos-
terity a nation of fresh air, clean water, and
natural beauty. These policies arise from the
conviction that a healthy environment is a
national concern and requires an active Na-
tional Government. At the same time, States
and localities have their own responsibilities
for the environment. They have their own
authority, too. And usually they have a better
grasp of the problem and what is needed to
solve it. Washington has sometimes relied too
much on threat and mandate from afar, when
it should be encouraging innovation and high
standards from the people closest to the land.

My administration will adopt a new spirit
of respect and cooperation, because in the
end, that is the better way to protect the
environment we all share—a new
environmentalism for the 21st century. Citi-
zens and private groups play a crucial role.
Just as we share an ethic of stewardship, we
must share in the work of stewardship. Our
challenge is to work in partnership. We must
protect the claims of nature while also pro-
tecting the legal rights of property owners.
We will succeed, not by antagonizing one an-
other but by inviting all to play a part in the
solutions we seek.

For the Federal Government, good stew-
ardship begins right here, in this and in the
hundreds of other park areas across America.
Washington has a very clear and direct re-
sponsibility for these lands. Yet many parks
have gone years without receiving the kind
of care and upkeep the American people ex-
pect. More than 287 million people now visit
our national parks each year. At the same
time, however, many of our parks have gone
neglected. So, today I'm announcing the Na-
tional Parks Legacy Project. My administra-
tion will make a major investment in our na-
tional parks to preserve the legacy of protec-
tion for future generations. We will spend
$5 billion over 5 years to clean up the backlog
in maintenance and make our parks more in-
viting and accessible to all citizens.

We're the first administration to request
full funding for our country’s Land and
Water Conservation Fund, to provide need-
ed dollars to help local folks meet conserva-
tion concerns.
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This park is a model to follow. The Park
Service is nearing completion of a project to
remove structures once thought necessary
but which now threaten to damage the roots
of the sequoias. In my budget, I propose
spending $1.5 billion to help complete this
project. Working with the local community
and the Sequoia Natural History Association,
we will offer the young and old alike an op-
portunity to learn more about the wonders
of nature.

In all our parks, we want visitors to feel
welcome and to enjoy the experiences that
nature and history have to offer. Future ren-
ovations will make this more possible by add-
ing, for example, many more miles of care-
fully drawn hiking paths. Here again, Sequoia
is a model, allowing for more visitors without
destroying the very things that draw people
here, the scenery, the quiet, the animals left
unharmed in their natural habitat. And we
will leave them that way.

Our parklands are home to thousands of
species of flora and fauna. And as stewards
of these lands, the Federal Government has
the responsibility to protect and nurture
them in their habitats and enhance the
science that helps to protect biodiversity. For
the next 5 years, we'll protect nearly 4,000
miles of river and restore nearly 9,000 acres
of parklands to their natural conditions. We
have more than doubled the budget to help
us better study our parks” natural resources,
learn better ways to protect and restore
them, and teach visitors about how they can
help.

My administration will also pass new rules
to help remove haze in many of America’s
national parks. Our national parks are for all
to visit and all Americans to enjoy. And we
will continue our work to make these national
treasures accessible to those with disabilities
and to welcome people of all backgrounds.
And to make sure that we're achieving our
goals in these areas, I'm asking our park rang-
ers to prepare stewardship plans for each
park in America. T'll also direct Secretary
Norton to prepare an annual report describ-
ing the condition of our parks, with rec-
ommendations of ways to improve them.

Some fear that places like this are scenes
from a passing world. They’re not. They will
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be here as long as we're willing to show care-
ful regard for the environment. This is a great
responsibility. I strongly believe our country
is equal to it.

America, itself, is just 225 years old, a mo-
mentous era and yet so short a time in the
life of the world. We cannot see into the cen-
turies ahead, but we can be sure, in a place
like this, that we're in the presence of endur-
ing things. And it will be to our lasting credit
if these works of God are still standing a
thousand years from now.

Thank you for having me.

NotE: The President spoke at 9:40 a.m. at the
Giant Forest Museum. In his remarks, he referred
to Secretary of the Interior Gale A. Norton and
Richard H. Martin, Superintendent, Kings Can-
yon and Sequoia National Parks.

Proclamation 7445—To Provide for
the Efficient and Fair Administration
of Action Taken With Regard to
Imports of Lamb Meat and for Other
Purposes

May 30, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

1. On July 7, 1999, President Clinton
issued Proclamation 7208, which imple-
mented action of a type described in section
203(a)(3) of the Trade Act of 1974, as amend-
ed (19 U.S.C. 2253(a)(3)) (the “Trade Act”),
with respect to imports of fresh, chilled, or
frozen lamb meat, provided for in sub-
headings 0204.10.00, 0204.22.20, 0204.23.20,
0204.30.00, 0204.42.20, and 0204.43.20 of
the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the
United States (HTS). Proclamation 7208
took effect on July 22, 1999.

2. Proclamation 7208 established import
relief in the form of tariff-rate quotas (TRQs)
and increased duties but did not make spe-
cific provision for their administration. Ac-
cordingly, on July 30, 1999, President Clinton
issued Proclamation 7214, which exempted
from the TRQ goods that were exported
prior to July 22, 1999, and delegated the
President’s authority to administer the TRQs
to the United States Trade Representative.
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Proclamation 7214 took effect on July 30,
1999.

3. I have determined under section
203(g)(1) of the Trade Act (19 U.S.C.
2253(g)(1)) that it is necessary for the effi-
cient and fair administration of the actions
undertaken in Proclamation 7208 and Procla-
mation 7214 to grant second-year “in-quota”
treatment to certain goods covered by the
entry numbers set forth in the Annex to this
proclamation.

4. Section 604 of the Trade Act (19 U.S.C.
2483) authorizes the President to embody in
the HTS the substance of the relevant provi-
sions of that Act, and of other acts affecting
import treatment, and actions thereunder,
including the removal, modification, continu-
ance, or imposition of any rate of duty or
other import restriction.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
acting under the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States of America, including but not limited
to sections 203 and 604 of the Trade Act,
and section 301 of title 3, United States
Code, do proclaim that:

(1) In order to provide for the efficient
and fair administration of the TRQs on im-
ports of fresh, chilled, or frozen lamb meat
classified in HTS subheadings 0204.10.00,
0204.22.20, 0204.23.20, 0204.30.00,
0204.42.20, and 0204.43.20, notwithstanding
the provisions of subheadings 9903.02.01
through 9903.02.04 and immediately supe-
rior text thereto, goods covered by the entry
numbers set forth in the Annex to this procla-
mation that are covered by a second quota
year export certificate and that were exported
in the first quota year shall be charged
against the in-quota quantity provided for in
HTS subheading 9903.02.03.

(2) Any provisions of previous proclama-
tions and Executive Orders that are incon-
sistent with the actions taken in this procla-
mation are superseded to the extent of such
inconsistency.

(3) The actions taken in this proclamation
shall be effective on the date of signature
of this proclamation and shall continue in ef-
fect through the close of the dates on which
actions proclaimed in Proclamation 7208 and



